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SPRING/SUMMER 2019CLUSTER provides services in 
four major program areas:

F Mental Health Residential Services

F Westchester & Rockland 
	Mediation Centers

F Youth and Family Programs

F Housing Resource Center
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CLUSTER’s Mission is “to provide 
services and programs that 
assist residents in Yonkers and 
Westchester & Rockland Counties  
to build a better future 
for themselves and their 
communities.”

Since 1975 CLUSTER has offered a 6-week 
summer camp program for children from 
low-income families in Southwest Yonkers.  
Every year at least 100 students are enrolled 
and attend the all-day camp.  The children 
engage in cultural enrichment activities, 
academic enhancement, sports, and 
swimming.  Last year, the camp was able to 
move the swimming day to the outdoor pool 
at Tibbets Park, which the children really 
enjoyed.  They also participate in weekly 
camp trips to places like the Mystic Seaport 
Aquarium, Liberty Science Park, and other 
places which are fun and educational. 
This year’s summer camp will run from 
July 8 through August 16.  Applications for 
children between the ages of 6 to 13 years 
old are now available at the CLUSTER Office 
(28 Wells Ave. 4th floor, Yonkers) or it can be found online at www.clusterinc.org.  The 
Summer Camp will be held at Hawthorne PEARLS  Elementary School from 8:30 to 
3:00.  Children who attend receive breakfast, lunch and snack, and transportation is 
also available. 

CLUSTER Summer Camp

Tajae Gaynor, Director of the Westchester and Rockland Mediation Center of CLUSTER, 
was recently appointed by County Executive George Latimer, to the Westchester County 
Criminal Justice Advisory Board.  
The Criminal Justice Advisory Board interacts with the Department of Probation, as well 
as the Corrections Department to help guide policy and identify best 
practices to support the residents of Westchester.  Mr. Gaynor has had 
extensive interaction with many facets of the Criminal Justice System 
through his work with the Mediation Center for both youth and adult 
clients.  
Mr. Gaynor expressed appreciation at his recent appointment stating, 
“I am honored to be appointed to the Criminal Justice Advisory 
Board, and to use my standing to serve as an advocate on behalf of 
those involved with the criminal justice system.”  
The Westchester and Rockland Mediation Center is a program of 
CLUSTER Community Services.  Tajae has over 10 years working 
with the Mediation Center.  “CLUSTER is so proud and pleased that 
not only is Tajae’s hard work and commitment being recognized, 
but that the work and value of the Mediation Center is also being 
recognized by this important appointment” stated Kristina Yamin, 
Executive Director.  

Tajae Gaynor Appointed to Advisory BoardCLUSTER recently received 
a grant for $2500 to support 
children attending the CLUSTER 
Summer Day Camp.  This 
6-week camp provides an all-day 
camp experience for low-income 
Yonkers children between the 
ages of 6 to 13 years old.  In 
addition to literacy activities, 
they go swimming twice a week 
in Tibbetts Park, participate in 
sports and take part in arts and 
cultural enrichment.  Children 
receive breakfast, lunch and a 
snack daily.  
Kristina Yamin, Executive 
Director stated “CLUSTER is 
so grateful to St. Barnabas for 
their support of our Summer 
Camp. This camp is supported by 
donations from the community 
and individuals.”

CLUSTER  
receives  
Summer Camp 
Grant from 
St. Barnabas 
Church



Shelley Mondelli   
Promoted to  
Senior Case Manager 
Jasmin McCormack, Director of Mental 
Health Residential Services at CLUSTER, Inc. 
recently announced that Shelley Mondelli had 
been promoted to Senior Case Manager for 
Supported Housing. 
Ms. Mondelli has worked as a Case Manager 
at CLUSTER since 2016. In her new position 
she will be responsible for providing assistance 
along with the Coordinator of Supported 
Housing in the overall management of the 

several Supported Housing Case Managers and 86 residents 
of the program.   
“I am so pleased we are able to promote someone of 
Shelley’s quality into the position of Senior Case Manager.  
She has worked hard and is deserving of this promotion” 
stated Ms. McCormack. 
Congratulations Shelley!

For the past few months, people from 
all over New York State have been 
organizing in an effort to get additional 
funds allocated in the state budget 
for Mental Health Services.   Funding 
increases for the Office of Mental Health 
have been small and slow.  Staff from 
CLUSTER joined in the effort, taking 
part in the marches and rallies organized 
by the Association for Community 

Living, which have taken place across New York State. 
The NYS Budget for FY 2019 -2020 was recently enacted and it failed to 
include funding for which the Bring It Home (BIH) Campaign had fought 
for.  (The enacted budget does include a modest increase of $10 million 
for select housing programs, additional monies to support capital projects 
within OMG-certified programs and targeted workforce enhancement to be 
implemented in January and April of 2020) for select staff.  If you want to 
get more involved or attend the rallies, please contact Jasmin McCormack or Kristina Yamin at CLUSTER. 
Once again, as has been for the last 10 years the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) has been deferred by the legislature.

Bring It Home

Are you looking to get more involved in your community?   
re you interested in how to improve your community?   

Then perhaps you should consider joining CLUSTER Community 
Services Board of Directors.  You will have the opportunity to help 

shape policy and build a 
strong organization that will 
work to improve the lives of 
everyone in the community.  
For more information 
contact: Kristina Yamin, 
Executive Director, at  
kyamin@clusterinc.org

2

Congratulations! 
In April Kristina Yamin was voted onto the 
Board of the Association of Community Living 
(ACL).  She will serve a two-year term as the 
Hudson River Regional Representative. 
Kristina has been a member of ACL for more 
than 10 years. “The ACL is a strong advocate 

and voice for agencies that serve individuals with Mental 
Illness.  I am so proud to serve on the Board of such a great 
organization” stated Ms. Yamin.

Spotlight On: Daryl Shafe, Housing 
Case Manager 
On May 15th Daryl Shafe was  
invited to give the Keynote 
Address to the 59th Graduating 
Class of the Education Outreach 
Program of Catholic Charities, in 
New York City. Daryl is an alum-
nus of that Program, graduating with the 25th Class.  
For Daryl this was the culmination of a long and winding 
road.  Daryl had been on the other side of the microphone 
sitting in the exact seats that those listening to him occupied.  
He had been through the system, and proudly, and humbly, 
acknowledged that he finally feels that he has come out on 
the other side, into the light of realization.  “The EOP Pro-
gram, helped change my life.  They saw in me what I didn’t 
see.  I can now look back on my experience and know that 
it has helped me become a better person and a better case 
manager”, Daryl stated.  
“I enjoy being able to help the people that come to  
CLUSTER, and I understand their fears, and their anger”,  
he continued. 
CLUSTER congratulates Daryl Shafe and is proud to have 
him as a member of our staff. 



Founder’s Circle ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($15,000 +)

St. Faith’s House Foundation 
Wells Fargo 
Greg & Kathiryn Werlinich

Chairman’s Club –––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($5000+)

Anbinder Foundation 
Lisina Hoch
Marathon Development 
Nilsen Management

President’s Panel ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($2500+)

ADP
Gerald & Beverly Brown  
  Barbour
Sam Buckley
Dean Pialtos- Pascal Coffee
Jonathan & Ilona Pokoik 
Tom & Margaret Roth 
Steven & Nancy Kliot Straus
Temple Beth Israel

Leadership Level –––––––––––––––––––––––––––-
($1000+)

Gregory D. Arcaro 
Mayo & Judy Bartlett, Esqs. 
Kenneth & Virginia Barton 
Bryn Mawr Park Presbyterian 
  Church 
Hon. Susan Cacace
Eugene Donovan
Robert & Ellen Freidman 
Dr. Richard Harvey 
Jerome Silverman &  
  Lynne Hoffman, MD
Stephen & Betsy Hunter 
Arthur & Mary Kentros, MD
Dr. Andrew Levin 
Jeanne Martinelli
Sarah Jones-Maturo,  
	 RM Friedland 

John & Kyla Murphy
O’Connor Davies, LLP 
Rev. Winfield Peacock 
Bruce Platt 
Monica A. Rickenberg, Esq.  
   MSW
South Presbyterian Church- 
   Dobbs Ferry 
St. John’s Riverside Hospital 
Dan & Susan Thaler 
Nancy Valencia
Yonkers Police - CLSA
Yonkers Riverfront Library

Partners––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($500+)

Apple Bank 
Assured SKCG Inc.
John Barrett
Devra Braun 
Tony Carrrizales
Cross County Shopping  
   Center
Kathleen Dean 
Coudji Dessande
Christina DiMinno
Emmett & Patricia Ellis
Ginsburg Development Corp. 
Eli & Penny Glanz
Benjamin Hough
Koob & Magoolaghan
Mary Melvin 
Jethro & Renata Miller 
Mutual of America
Scotty Electric
Frank Siragusa 
Charles Slivinski
Sterling National Bank 
Heidi Winslow
Kristina Yamin

Friends   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($100+)

James Allyn
Paul Angelli 
Joanne M. Robinson-Boettcher 
Christine Bittetti

Joseph P. Castellano 
Center for Career Freedom 
Central Ave. Nissan 
Frank Cory 
Marc & Joan Danziger 
Mike Dardano 
John & Jill Dietz 
Jonathan Donald
Edward Falcone 
Roberta Robinson-Frazier
Rachel Geller 
Jane Ann Groom 
John Gunther-Mohr
Anietra Guzman-Santana
Robert Holland
Ernest & Jean Howell 
K.E.B Pest Control, LLC 
Amy Kilbury
Tracey Kleban 
Robert M. Kreek 
Richard & Beth Lewis 
Esmeralda Mandriota, MBA
Nancy Maron 
Jack Martinelli
Judith A. Mayes 
Robert A. &  
  Jessica Mayes, Esqs. 
John Mazzanti
Jodie Meyer 
Ann Patton 
Neal Pilzer
Kara Popiel
David Robertson 
Gary & Denise Rosenberg
Jennifer Ross 
James Roth 
Mark Russ 
Edward Russell III
Hon. Nader Sayegh 
David Schwartz 
Suzanne Smith 
William Stallings
Sun Service Center Inc. 
Stephen Tilly 
Toni Volchok 
Westhab 
Estelle Williams 

Yonkers Chamber of 
   Commerce 
Yonkers Police Dept. 
YWCA – Yonkers

Neighbors––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($25+)

Carol J. Campbell 
Bob Capazzo
Richard Crohn
James Donegan 
Ezra Ebanks 
Arnold Eshoo
Allen Greenbaum
Stephen Gutmann
David Klassen 
Freda Macon 
George & Barbara Morrow
Charles Pialtos
Marie Paul 
Laura Rice
James Ranni 
Petrina Sealey
Harry Sunshine 
Nicola Standard 
Two Lawrence Realty, Inc. 
Myrna Zaino

CLUSTER would like to acknowledge and express our appreciation to 
the many individuals, foundations, corporations and other organizations 
that supported our work in 2018.  Your support has made a difference in 
the lives of many.  Thank you for your commitment.

Thank 
you!

The names listed above are 
those of our many contributors.  
CLUSTER has made every effort 
to ensure that this list is com-
plete and correct.  If we have in-
advertently omitted your name, 
please let us know immediately.  
We are extremely grateful for 
every gift and every donor, large 
and small.  Thank you  
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Please visit our sponsor 
for this years  
Autumn Gala.
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Save the Date

Thomas Ross, Clifton Sapp, James 
Daniels and Bridgette Price went to see 
the musical “Ain’t Misbehavin” at the 
Westchester Broadway Theatre. A good 
time was had by all.

CLUSTER’s Annual Gala

Thursday • September 26TH 2019 • 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Peter Kelly’s X20 Restaurant 71 Water Grant St. Yonkers, NY 10701


