
On Thursday, March 16th CLUSTER celebrated the poetry and 
artistry of residents of the Goodbody and Goerlich residences. 
Through CLUSTER’s partnership with Arts Westchester, Writ-
er-in Residence, David Surface and several residents read poetry 
that they had written and published, in an anthology “Reach 
Out Your Hand”.  David worked with residents over a seven 
week period, encouraging them to write and express themselves, 
resulting in the published anthology. There was also an exhibit 
of visual art, some of which was created by residents during an 
Artist in residency, with Terri Kessler Schwarz. 

In addition to the readings that afternoon, the group was joined 
by representatives of the Westchester County Dept. of Commu-
nity Mental Health, and Arts Westchester along with members 
of the CLUSTER Board of Directors, staff and friends. Residents 
also received certificates, commemorating the occasion. 
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CLUSTER’s Mission is “to provide 
services and programs that 
assist residents in Yonkers and 
Westchester & Rockland Counties  
to build a better future 
for themselves and their 
communities.”

“Voices and Images” 

 
In mid-February, CLUSTER’s Study Buddies, held a debate on the topic of “Raising the Age” from 16 years 
old to 18 years old for youth convicted of non-violent felony crimes. The change would mean that 16 year 
olds would not be sentenced to serve time in adult prisons. The teens held a spirited debate, carefully 
articulating the pros and cons of the subject and giving everyone present a lot of information and food for 
thought. 
This debate was a very timely discussion, as the following week, Tajae Gaynor, Director of the Westchester 
and Rockland Mediation Center, and Vicky Khazamm, Coordinator for the Restorative Justice Program 
participated in a roundtable panel discussion with other Westchester County community leaders on this 
subject. The Raise the Age roundtable panel was organized by NYS Senators Jeff Klein and David Carlucci. 
Both Senators are working to raise the age of criminal responsibility from 16 to 18 years old in order to 
keep children out of prison when they commit nonviolent crimes.
Moving young people who commit crimes out of the adult criminal justice system and into the juvenile  
justice system gives them a better chance for a positive future, and it makes our communities safer by  
reducing the number of re-offenders. New York and North Carolina remain the only states where all 16 
and 17 year-olds are automatically prosecuted as adults. This process goes against brain science that reveals 
adolescents are still developing and should be treated in ways appropriate to their physical and mental 
health.  
“Yes we want to hold them accountable for bad choices, but we support the level of change they need in 
their own lives,” said Tajae Gaynor. Sen. Carlucci added, “We know at 16 they can’t even see an R-rated 
movie without a parent, yet we’re sentencing them to prison, that’s wrong.”

CLUSTER Study Buddies Debate “Raise the Age”

“We know at 
16 they can’t 
even see an 
R-rated movie 
without a par-
ent, yet we’re 
sentencing 
them to prison, 
that’s wrong.”—

Sen. Carlucci



Spring is here –  
At last! 

At last!

I hope you will pay 
special attention to 
the information in 

this newsletter, particularly about 
CLUSTER’s Mental Health pro-
grams. On March 16, I was privi-
leged to attend the Voices and Im-
ages presentation and art show at 
the Riverfront Library to celebrate 
CLUSTER’s artists and writers. The 
invitation stated that this will be an 
“inspirational afternoon.” That was 
an understatement. This event was 
a unique window into the overall 
excellence of CLUSTER’s Mental 
Health programs

The story of funding for Mental 
Health programs is evolving at the 
state and federal levels, but there 
is no doubt that CLUSTER will face 
significant challenges. On a nation-
al level, the embrace of programs 
like Meals on Wheels is impres-
sive.  Thinking about CLUSTER, I 
am hopeful that funding for Mental 
Health services and programs will 
attract a similar level of passionate 
support.

Now more than ever, we need to 
build the community of CLUSTER 
supporters. If you are not already a 
CLUSTER supporter, I invite you to 
join us; our web site, www.clus-
terinc.org, explains how you can 
do this. If you are already a CLUS-
TER supporter, I sincerely hope 
you will consider an incremental 
step in your support.  And, just as 
important, please tell a friend about 
your support for CLUSTER and 
ask them to join us. Together we 
accomplish so much.

Tom Roth 
President, Board of Directors2

Letter from the Board President

Founders Circle –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($15,000 +)
St. Faith’s House Foundation 
Thomas & Agnes Carvel Foundation 
The Tow Foundation 

Chairman’s Club–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($5000+)

Anbinder Family Foundation 
Mayo & Judy Bartlett, Esqs. 
Lisina Hoch
Marathon Development 
Nilsen Management
Wells Fargo Social Responsibility  
 Group 
Greg & Kathiryn Werlinich

President’s Panel–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($2500+)

Gerald & Beverly Brown Barbour 
John & Marilyn O’Connor Dimling 
Stephen & Betsy Hunter 
JP Morgan Chase
Brett Humphreys & Samantha Merton 
People’s United Community  
 Foundation
Thomas & Margaret Roth 
Temple Israel Center 
Steven & Nancy Kliot Straus 
Lucille Werlinich 

CLUSTER would like to acknowledge and  
express our appreciation to the many individuals,  
foundations, corporations and other organizations that  
supported our work in 2016.  Your support has made a  
difference in the lives of many.  

Thank you for your commitment.  

Thank  you!

Goodbody Residence gets a Kitchen Makeover 
Residents of the Goodbody Residence are cooking up a 
storm in their beautiful new kitchen.  Over the winter, 
demolition happened and the new kitchen took shape.  
The footprint of the kitchen didn’t expand, but it became 
much more functional, with new cabinets, countertops, 
lighting, flooring and appliances including a new stove,  
an extra oven, a built in microwave and a dishwasher. 
There is even a new pantry and a built in buffet for  
additional storage.  

The kitchen is still in need of a few items to complete 
the makeover.  Items on the “Wish List” are:  a new large 
French door refrigerator, industrial size pots and pans, a 
countertop mixer, large serving utensils and platters, as 
well as a new set of matching dishes.  Please contact  
Diana Campos, dcampos@clusterinc.org or Kristina  
Yamin, kyamin@clusterinc.org at CLUSTER if you  
would like to make a donation.  
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Leadership Level––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($1000+)

90 St. Andrews Realty Corp
Kenneth & Virginia Barton 
Devra Bruan, MD
Church of St. Barnabas- 
 Irvington 
Anthony DiCaprio, Esq. 
Eugene Donovan 
Elliott & Pamela Glass
 Sid Handler 
Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman &
  Dr. Gayle Hoover, 
Jerome Silverman & Lynne  
 Hoffman, MD
Arthur & Mary Kentros, MD
Dr. Andrew P. Levin 
John & Kyla Murphy
O’Connor Davies LLP
NY Enforcement Services,  
 Inc.    
Adrienne J. Orbach, Esq. 
William Pyonteck 
Ian Weinstein & Monica  
 Rickenberg
So. Presbyterian Church,  
 Dobbs Ferry 
Sterling National Bank 
Presbyterian Women of  
 the Irvington Presbyterian  
 Church 

 Partners––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($500+)

Assured SKCG Inc.
Bard & Barbara Bunaes
Tony Carrizales 
Connie Curran 
Kathy Dean 
Emmet & Patricia Ellis 
Ginsburg Development  
 Corp. LLC
Annette G. Hasapidis

Jody Heyward
In2Green
Macaluso & Fafinski, PC
Brian Jaccoma
Jethro & Renata Miller 
Mildred Milligan 
Mutual of America 
Douglas Newman 
David Oestreich
Dr. Edwin & Gladys Quezada 
Rotary Club of East Yonkers
RX Realty
Scotty Electric Corp 
Frank Siragusa 

Friends–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
($100+)

African American Men of  
 Westchester 
Dr. Angela Arias
Amir Asadi 
Elizabeth Bassin & Douglas  
 Ulene
Paul & Laura Blum
Douglas Brian 
Sarah Brockus
Neal Bronzo
Samuel S. Buckley 
Cabrini of Westchester 
Carol J. Campbell 
Caryn Campbell
Jonathan Cartica
Dr. Andrea Coddett
Donvil Collins
Neal Comer, Esq.
Robert M. Creek
Cornell Pace Inc. 
Mark & Joan Danziger
Eric & Terri Rosen Deutsch 
John & Jill Dietz
Jonathan Donald
Angela Donovan

Curtis Elston
Anthony Enea, Esq. 
Ellen Friedman 
Jerilynne Fierstein 
Lucille Fontana 
Miriam Forte
Gerald Girardi
Alfred Gismondi 
Griffin, Letsen, Coogan, et.al 
John Gunther-Mohr
Catherine Hansen 
Richard Harvey 
Lois Herzberg
Matthew Hogan 
Lorraine Horgan 
Helen Hutchinson
Ryan James 
RoseAnne Collins-Judson
Andrea Kocsis
Irene Ledwith
Richard & Beth Lewis 
Frank Luis 
Arthur Lowenstein
Holly Malekian 
Robert E. Mayes, Esq. 
John Mazzanti 
Jodie Meyer 
Ed & Laura Midgley
Michael Milligan 
Nepperhan Community 
Center
Jeffrey Newman 

Steve Newman 
Douglas & Maura Newman 
Nobile Magarian & DiSalvo, 
LLP 
Heather Ostman 
Christine Pahigian 
Ann Patton
Louis & Suzanne Poulin
Rosemary Rivera 
Dr. Luis Rodriguez 
Gary Rosenberg
James Roth 
Mark & Eve Edelman Russ 
Edward Russell III
Douglas & Nancy  
 Ruttenberg 
Dr. Nader J. Sayegh, Esq.
Doron Scharf 
David Schwartz 
Paul Share 
Elaine Shine 
Suzanne Smith 
Binny Tercek
Dr. Jewel Thompson 
The Thursday Club 
Stephen Tilly 
Justin Tolbert
Vanessa Vasquez 
Estelle Williams 
Patricia Anne Woods, Esq.

The names listed above are those of our many contributors. 
CLUSTER has made every effort to ensure that this list is  
complete and correct. If we have inadvertently omittd  
your name, please let us know immediately. We are  
extremely grateful for every gift and every donor, large  
and small. Thank you   
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CURRENT OCCUPANT

Children from the CLUSTER After School Program  
experienced the new Tech Center at the Yonkers  
Riverfront Library. They were able to choose different 
rooms to work in, which are all very hands on: the  
Computer Room, where they could learn about  
computer hardware and software, the Engineering 
Room, where they could learn about building, and  
the Media Room where they could place themselves  
anywhere in the world via the green screen. 

Tech Center at the  
      Riverfront 
      Library


